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Who is FEFAC?

• European federation of national 

associations of CompoundFeed

and Premix Manufacturers

• Founded in 1959

• Based in Brussels

• 163 mio. T of industrial 

compound feed production in 

2018

• 23 EU Member Associations 

and 9 associate/observer 

members
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• What about the future?

• Conclusion 
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EU Protein Plan



EU Protein Plan

• Announced by Commissioner

Hogan at FEFAC Congress

June 2017

• Feed industry the most

important potential

purchasers of EU grown

protein
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EU protein deficit: A long-standing issue

• Report (1973) followed on US & Brazil self-imposed 

export restrictions

• European Community protein deficit 80%

• Meat and bone meal included!
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EC report on development of plant proteins in the EU

• Options for further strengthening the development of EU-grown plant 

proteins:

1. Support farmers growing plant proteins via the proposed future CAP, by including 

them in national CAP strategic plans

2. Continue to boost competitiveness through R&I

3. Improve market analysis and transparency, through better monitoring tools for plant 

proteins

4. Promote the benefits of plant protein for nutrition, health, climate and environment

5. Increase sharing of knowledge/best practice in supply chain management and 

sustainable agronomic practices and bundle information on research activities in 

breeding, technical innovation and processing, e.g. on a dedicated knowledge 

platform
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FEFAC perspective



EU Protein Plan / FEFAC messages (Vienna Nov 2018)
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Key messages delivered by Nick Major, 

FEFAC President at EU conference:

• Need for high quality digestible sources of 

proteins for animal nutrition,

• Need for more research and better tools & 

technology to farmers to increase 

competitiveness of EU vegetable protein 

production 

• Need to establish level playing field 

conditions for "non-GM" niche markets

• Need maintain Market Access to imports of 

vegetable proteins, 



Protein: EU state of play in World



EU protein deficit: strategic perspective
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18/19 Global soybean meal trade flows

Source: Baywa Agri Supply & Trade
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18/19 Global soybean trade flows

Source: Baywa Agri Supply & Trade



Is the EU Protein Deficit Reality or 

misconception?

Overview of EU feed Protein 

Balance Sheet
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70% of protein deficit in Europe





EU-28 Livestock sourcing in feedingstuffs

– 834 mio. t in 2018

Source: FEFAC / EU Commission

560

70
41

163

Forages Home-grown cereals

Purchased straight feedingstuffs Industrial compound feed

Every proteins 

counts:

When looking at 

feed proteins, 

need to look at 

all sources (incl. 

forages)
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23%

26%

6%
3%

42%

Protein sources 18/19

Crops Oilseed meals Other co-products Non-plant sources Roughage
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Industrial compound feed production in the EU-28 in 

2018 - 163.3  mio. t (per category)

Source: FEFAC

Cattle
28.6%

Pigs
31.3%

Poultry & eggs
34.2%

Milk replacers
0.7%

Others
5.2%
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Breed

Production performances

Environmental factors

Husbandry practices

Health

Activity

Translate to same language

Composition

Antinutrients

Safety

Palatability

Digestibility

Age

Processing

FEED

PROCESSING

GIT microbiota

Additives

Animal feed industry – the link between 
ingredients and nutrition

All these

parameters

matter when

considering

a feed

protein

supply!

Availability

Price
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Species Young animals / fish Ruminants Monogastrics adults

Level of proteins of 
protein rich feed
ingredients

Very high 
concentrations >60%

Moderate
concentrations
27 - 44

High concentrations
30-48

Protein quality Very high digestibility Ruminant specific
digestibility

Monogastric specific
digestibility

Antinutrients Very low levels Low levels Low levels

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Feather meals

Potatoe protein concentrate

Pea protein concentrate

Fish meal

Maize gluten meal

Soy protein concentrate

Poultry PAPs

Soybean meal

Rapeseed meal

Wheat DDG

Lupin

Sunflower meal

Peas

Corn gluten feed

Wheat bran

Maize

Different options for different species

Levels of crude proteins in 

different protein feed

materials (%DM)





EU Feed Protein Balance sheet

(October 2019) 

Estimated EU total protein self-sufficiency: 78%
(i.e. total deficit: 22%)
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What about future?
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The New Green Architecture



The proven record of plant breeding innovation
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What future for EU plant breeding innovation?
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Feed safety management 
capacity building

Risk management optimisation along 
the feed chain

Co-operation between control authorities 
& industry operators

Preservation of animal health to reduce 
need for antibiotics

Improve the quality & nutritional 
value of food products

Increasing 
nutrient efficiency Measure the environmental 

performance of feed production

Facilitate responsible sourcing 

Develop new resource 
efficiency indicators

Accommodate animal welfare 
demands

THE FEFAC 2030 Animal Feed Industry Vision

Feed Safety Management Animal Nutrition Sustainability
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Conclusion

• Long-standing issue, new elements (non-GM, “pesticide-free”, zero-deforestation..) must 

be considered

• Every proteins counts: when looking at feed proteins, need to look at all sources (incl. 

forages) → EU produce more protein than we import!

• Understand the whole picture – dependency on high proten sources (soy, sunflower)

• The global agricultural commodity market is changing

• Key role of innovation in plant breeding, cultivation and processing technology 

• What we need to do?

– Need to increase production of high-protein feed materials

– Need to increase protein efficiency (reducing protein consumption)

• European level – ensuring level playing / National level – CAP strategic plans?
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Thank you for your attention!

@FEFAC_EU


